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many ways. The eye thus trained has taken an
important step towards art. This is an advance on
mere observation; by means of it a higher faculty,
that of comparison, has been awakened. Now a very
important element in practising these " games w is this,
that while the boys shall regard them as games, to
be enjoyed with free will, they shall be exercised
regularly, frequently, and to a greater degree than is
usual Games are generally wild weeds: I would
cultivate them. No boy is unwilling to have his
sports improved: the Boys' Own JBooTc, and all such
publications, so dear to youth, prove this. It is very
important that these exercises, however repeated and
elevated, should not assume too much the character
of drill and discipline, and become monotonous. Should
they cease to please, they will lose half their value.1

As there are a great many women who continue
children through life in their devotion to dress and
gpssip, so there are men who do the same by giving
their souls up to " sport" in its different forms It is
difficult to conceive of any boy so stupid that he
could not by practice attain some kind of position in
the sporting fraternity; the fact that such multitudes
of young men who are utterly without intellect or true
culture of any kind become such good judges of
horses, such expert gamblers, such knowing and " leary
coves " in the muddy mysteries of the town, sufficiently
proves this. These men all show that quickness of
observation alone may be developed by the means of
which I have spoken, and that the faculty is really
almost universal. Their defect is that while quickness
of mind has been developed, it has been misapplied.

1 This is a frequent fault in the Kindergarten.